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& people with the threat of violence. Then you'll have more than
enough to feed your family! This morning I demanded fifteen

(s silver coins from a woman who only owed nine. I've made a
lot of money this way. There is no need for your family to lack
the good things in life! Give it a try, then let’s meet at noon by

our old swimming spot by the Jordan River."
"Maybe you're right, Joseph--it's time I started looking out
for myself! I'll see you at noon." As Michael headed back
°o toward Jerusalem, he saw a traveler heading toward him.
© o "Here’s my chance!" he thought.
Q) "Stop! he shouted, "This is a Roman road and you must%
pay a toll of one silver coin to continue!"
"Oh, so it's another of your phony Roman taxes is it? I'd =

(s sooner throw my money into the sea than give it to you!" said

the traveler, who was either very brave or very foolish.

Michael exploded with anger, and slapped the man so

hard he nearly fell over. "Unless you pay me you won’t be %
taking another step on this or any other Roman road!" he
snarled, "And the tax just went up to two coins! "
°o Feeling helpless, the man reached into his pouch and
© o handed over two coins. By the time Michael arrived in

ey Jerusalem, he had collected twenty silver coins from his “tax

& collecting.” Including his army pay, he now had twenty eight %

silver coins.

o When he met Joseph near the Jordan at noon, they saw
something strange: a man was standing in the river preaching
in a loud, powerful voice telling people to turn from their sins,

S then dunking some of them under water. He said he was

BU baptizing them. Michael and Joseph joined the crowd and

& listened to him.

A Later, when they headed back to Jerusalem, they were

o% both soaking wet, and they had a feeling their incomes were
going to shrink . . . by a lot.
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Look back over the story and try to answer these

'-;
 questions: &=
1. Out of how much money did Joseph cheat the
woman?
&

2. Where was their old swimming spot?

3. If Michael took two silver coins from every traveler he
met, how many did he meet? %

4. How much pay had he gotten from the army?

5. Do you think Joseph and Michael were good men?
Why or why not?

6. Why do you think they were soaking wet on the way
home? Why would their incomes shrink?
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Philippians 4:4-7
Always rejoicel Try never to Worey;
Give all your cores to God in 2 hurry;
And let peace rule in your heart, not fear,
For Jesus is coming
Jesus is herel

He worries
about
everything!
How many
worries can
you find?
(There are
18. Some are
backwards.
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She gives
‘ her worries
to God.
She's thinking
of 15 things
that help her.
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Luke 3 God sent John the Baptist to prepare the
way for Jesus. John told people to turn
away from evil (repent) and do good.

Write a name for each sin you see
in this picture where you see it.

| HOPE EVERYONE NOTICES \ .
HOW MUCH PRETTIER | AM
THAN OTHER WOMEN. ) -

JUST PRETEND )
YOU DON'T
SEEHIM...

YOU OWE ME
FOUR HUNDRED
SILVER PIECES!

SILLY MAN! HE'LL
FREEZE TO DEATH.
OH WELL, THAT'S
THE WAY IT GOES.

o J oseph and Michael

Joseph and Michael were brothers. Joseph was a
tax collector and Michael was a Roman soldier
stationed in Jerusalem.

One morning the two of them met on the road to
Jericho. "How are you, brother?" asked Joseph. "Not
well at all," barked Michael. "Today is payday and I've
hardly made enough to feed my family for a week."

"Listen Michael," said Joseph, "you should do what
I do. You're a soldier and I'm a tax collector. People
fear us. You can demand whatever you want from

TURN FROM EVIL AND LOVE
=~ | 60D!STOP HURTING AND
- ROBBING PEOPLE! OBEY
60D'S LAWS. WE SHOULD
~ | SHARE WHAT WE HAVE,
-~ NOT STEAL WHAT WE
WANT. GOD IS COMING
~—~ | AREYOUREADY? ARE
\__ YOU ON 60D’ SIDE?
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